[Acid-base and gasometric findings at the admission of 150 children clinically diagnosed as in status asthmaticus].
"Status Asthmaticus" (SA) is a severe complication of asthma in which the clinical concept should be accompanied by biochemical alterations. Biochemical determinations were made on admission of 150 children clinically diagnosed as in SA. The Astrup method was used, following the technique advised by Stamm, Sharp and others. Most of the children were asthmatic grade III, with a predominance of the male sex, and 70.66% were in good nutrition. It was found that 90 patients had altered pCO2 (60%); 88 patients had a low per cent saturation of hemoglobin (58.66%), and 49 patients had altered pH (32.66%). Having in mind Bocles' classification for SA, it was observed that 30% of the children did not present biochemical alterations and could not be considered as in SA, in spite of the clinical impression. The rest of the patients really filled the criteria of SA and the most frequently found was Bocles' stage IV (41.33%), that is the most severe. Finally, considerations are made on the SA treatment, for the different Bocles' stages.